
For Immediate Release                                        Contact:  Melisa Augusto, 202-314-3191
March 16, 2010                                                                       maugusto@nfudc.org
                                                                                                Mattie Sandler, 202-314-3104
                                                                                                msandler@nfudc.org

NFU Delegates Outline Food Safety Legislation

RAPID CITY (March  16, 2010) - National Farmers Union (NFU) delegates today adopted a special order of 
business calling on policy makers to consider the unique challenges facing rural America while debating 
policy solutions regarding food safety legislation.
 
“The current economic climate is placing unprecedented demand on federal nutrition programs which is a 
trend that will only increase as the recession continues,” said NFU President Roger Johnson. “The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture projects that the number of people served by nutrition assistance programs will 
grow from 74 million in Fiscal Year 2009 t o 86 million in Fiscal Year 2011.”
 
NFU delegates called on policy makers to address the following provisions when considering future food 
safety legislation: 

 •
 Place increased emphasis on farm to school programs as a way to increase the nutritional value of 

school lunches and educate youth on where their food comes from;

 •
 Facilitate connections between the producer and consumer, cultivating lifelong healthy eating habits 

and expanding local market opportunities for producers;

 •
 Emphasize  including $10 million in mandatory annual funding for competitive grants for farm to 

school program development;

 •
 Improve children’s access to nutritious foods at all times through increased funding for school 

breakfasts and afterschool, weekend and summer meals and snacks; and

 •
 Strengthen the Food Safety Inspection Service, so long as undue burden is not placed on producers 

to fund food safety measures.
“America’s family farmers and ranchers are best positioned to provide the nation with a safe, nutritious, 
affordable and abundant food supply,” said Johnson. “It is also vital that imported food be held to the same 
level of food safety as domestic production.”
 
National Farmers Union has been working since 1902 to protect and enhance the economic well-being and 
quality of life for family farmers, ranchers and rural communities through advocating grassroots-driven policy 
positions adopted by its membership.
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Click here to read the Special Order of Business

National Farmers Union
20 F Street NW, Suite 300

Washington, DC 20001
Phone: 202.554.1600 - Fax: 202.554.1654

email: nfuonline@nfu.org

mailto:maugusto@nfudc.org
mailto:maugusto@nfudc.org
mailto:msandler@nfudc.org
mailto:msandler@nfudc.org
http://e2ma.net/go/8089904327/2651380/92528199/5030/goto:http://files.e2ma.net/5030/assets/docs/estate_tax.pdf
http://e2ma.net/go/8089904327/2651380/92528199/5030/goto:http://files.e2ma.net/5030/assets/docs/estate_tax.pdf
mailto:nfuonline@nfu.org
mailto:nfuonline@nfu.org



